﻿Concord, Dec. 9th, 1852


        Dear Zack,
                I saw Dr. Loring the
other day.
        What do you think of a
programme like this? In con-
sideration of your withdrawing
your claim to the Naval Office,
Loring and his coadjutors shall
pledge themselves to use all their
influence to get you a situation
in the Boston Custom House. Their
strength, together with what you
could otherwise obtain, would cer-
tainly give the fairest prospect of
success. - [underline] provided [/underline] you could
be sure that they would not
play you false. Should Loring
be a party to the contract to the
above effect, I think he would
do his utmost to fulfil it - es-
pecially as all his supporters wish
to get you out of the district.


[page break]


Unless I am mistaken in your [vision?]
you would not regret escaping from
the Salem Custom. house. Think over
this matter, and consult with
Dr. Browne about it, and take
the route which you deem
most advisable.
        No direct proposition of the
above nature was made to me,
but, if you give Dr. Loring an
opportunity, I rather think he
will broach the matter to you.
By-the-by, I said nothing to dis-
suade him from running for the
Colectorship, [sic] nor to turn him
towards the Post Office.
        With remembrances to our
friend Dr. Browne,
                Truly Yours,
                Nathl. Hawthorne


Do not let my name be mixed
up with the above business.
  If you wish to see me, do not
be fearful about coming here. The
brandy still holds out.